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THE WIND TURBINE s now up :!I'Il'.‘l running after El WS :lnu'k h;. llig'tlmlng

July 3.

Photos by Jenna Bene

Turbine repaired after

getting struck by Iightni'ﬁg' |

By Jessa Bene

The wind turbine just northwest of
Pintshield was struck by lightning July
3 and was down for two weeks. Illinois
Rural Electric Cooperative (IREC) owns
the wind mrbine.

“This is the founh tirme that we know
of it has been struck by lightning,™
saidd Shawn Middleton of IREC. The
equipment is designed o operate and
ground itsell when this happens.

“We chase 1o leave it down 5ol can be
repaired.” Yestas of Bloominglon/Urbana
and Envire-Clean from Oklahoma were
at the site doing repairs,

The wind turbine is 365 feet till. Each
blade is 130 foct long. It has a while
fiberglass coating. “Because it is 5o big
and 1all and in such a remote location
it has more of a chance 1o be hit by
lightning,” said Middleton.

1/ City of Pittsfield saves
big on health insurance

By AvLison Lyos

The City of Pitsfield received good

HEWS ah-umh:_a new health nr_lig.uutmi:ﬂ:
at their board mweetin
B Tast week. S

The new program, which staned about
a year ago, saved Pilisficld 5103568
Fittsfeld mayor John Haydon

b the saying, “We enjoy this kind
o the oo sy,

Working with the Einstcin Group oul of
St Lowis, the City of Pittsficld was able
1o improve benefits for its 31 employecs
while simultancously lowering insumnee
costs. Bill Schmaltz, a principal for the
Einstein Group, samd the cily was able 1o
save the money by spending only where
It Was necessary.

Al the beginning of the progmm
Schmaltz created an analysis of how
money on health insurance wis spent
and then came up with a plan o
maximize savings. Schmaltz said the
analysis looks at what can be controlled
and then take that information 10 use
the insurance company o the insurance
user’s ad'-'mmﬁe. _

The analysis lound that :l.hmﬂl}pr:ma
of insurance cosls %o 1o “hile swif™
costing 5200 or less. Under the new plan,
the Cigy bought insurance (o COVER Cosls

ing 52,500 while setting aside the
money saved on previous premium cosis
10 cover expenses bess than 52,500 or the

“litthe smaff.” The Einstein Group also
provides cost saving ideas such as generic
or aliemative kwer-cost prescrplions.
Fimsficld city clerk Cindy Prentice s:lid
the “benefits are wonderful.® Under Ihc:
new plan the city was able 10 improve
their medical, dental, and vision benefits.
For instance,  previously -::rtq*:ln:rm

could get coverage for new eyeglass |

oF Contacts every other year, now they
can get it cwr_r.ﬁa.-.:a.r if they desire, The
improved bene

of pockel expenses for the emplovees.

Prentice said the employees scem happy |

wilh the new health coverage and despate

a few bugs in the beginning, everything |

15 running smecothly,
After analysis Schmaltz said the city
was expecied to save between S60.000

and 570,000, albough they do “iry o |

underestimite 50 there ans no surpnses.”

Schmaltz believes thal on an average |
year savings may be higher as there were |

a few major health issues last year.

The final siage of the new program
will be o create a program for a healthy |
lifestyle. The hope is, with a wellness |
plan in place, the health of the group
will improve and - funher reduce health
costs. Prentice said the city is currently
dehating to cover a portion of & heal:h
club membership or something samilar,
but nothing has been decided yet.

15 have very little out |
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the kitchen at H:Ihnlld‘:- %ﬂ
By Jexxa Besz over S60.000 to a.'ll
MeDonald's in Piusficld of the workers in Pike
eamed up with the Pike County. The fight ook
County Chepter of the most of the disaster relicf
American Red Cross o funds for mass care (food

raise money 10 replenish  and drink).

the disaster reliel fund. The Red Cross and
McDonakd’s donated 20%  McDonald’s had “Celeb
of all Sunday sales tothe  Serve™. Elecied officials
Red Cross; giving a todal  worked at the restauram
of 32,342 89, 1o help bn'“% in people to
During the three-week donate. Officials working
mm ﬂm“:n:m'ﬂm included county officials,
io rs
on the Sny levee. It ook Continued on page 5

Perdun resigns
from G-P High

By Jrxxa Bexz prices a quarer. The lunch
| The = Griggsville-Perry ioes are now for K-4 from
| School Board accepted 515000 51.75; grades 5-12

from 51.75 to 5200 and
adulis from 5225 10 52,30,
Milk will stay the sanw at
30¢. Breakfast prices rose
from one dollar to 51,25,

| the resignation of faculty
| member Dann Perdun last
Wednesday at itz regular
| moathly meeting.
Perdun tsught chemistry,
| physics and algebra for
| three years. He was also a
coach for junior high girls
| basketball and high school

In ather action:
+ The second reading
of the board polickes was

| boy’s baschall. : approved.
The board hired Nicole  # The student handbook
Forrester too teach these  was approved.

| ¢lasses and coach the junior

# The pay for substitute
high girl’s basketball ieam.

teachers was raised from

| Sehool will begin Aug. 19, §70 to $75 per day.
The school day will emd & The board n wied
2:15. Early dismissal will Prairie Farms bid for milk,
| be in e u:l until Labor Lewis Bakery for bread
| Day, Sep. | and Kohl Wholesale for

| 'I'hchmrduddndnshnp
| fee of $15 for agriculture
classes and raised lunch

EIOCCTics.
# The student handbook
wis approved,



